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Re-Genesis Script
For this Book Talk you will need:
•  6 actors (Billy, Dr. Sheppard, Katie, Sophia, Jason, Amir)

•  Billy: black pants, white t-shirt, dress shoes

•  All other characters: black pants, black t-shirt, dress shoes

•  Additional props: long table, 6 chairs (1 on each end & 4 
on side facing audience), copy of Re-Genesis

  (Billy is sitting at one end of table, Dr. Sheppard is at the opposite end, and the others are 
sitting on the side facing the audience)

Billy:   (sounding official as he greets the group seated around the table) Good morning, everyone. 
We’ve been in orbit now for 21 days, and are hours away from docking at the space 
station. Let’s begin with Dr. Sheppard’s scientific account of what has happened to life on 
Earth since the asteroid impacted the surface. (gesturing toward the doctor) Doctor?

Dr. Sheppard:   Thank you, Captain. Initially close to 800 million people throughout Europe, northern 
Africa, and North America perished. That would have been from the early direct hits of the 
asteroid, the pulses of energy generated into surrounding areas, and the secondary effects, 
including firestorms and tsunamis.

Billy:   (nodding after the doctor finishes speaking) And how long do you think it is going to be 
until it is over for most people?

Dr. Sheppard:   (speaking matter-of-factly, showing no emotion) That initial death count of 800 million was 
relatively stable until now, so at this point a massive extinction phenomenon will happen 
within 7-10 days. (pausing momentarily) Virtually all life forms will be wiped from the 
planet, including close to 9 billion humans.

Billy:   Thank you, doctor. (nodding towards Katie) Katie, can you please share the data you have 
collected on the open space between the moon and Earth?
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Katie:   (nodding) Certainly, Captain. After using radar 
and wide-spectrum radio waves to look at debris 
still occupying the area, we have discovered that 
there is a remarkable lack of debris. This tells us 
the asteroid pieces have either impacted on the 
planet, passed by or been captured by Earth’s 
gravity.

Billy:   (nodding) Do you know if they present a danger 
to the space station?

Sophia:   (holding up her hand slightly before speaking) I can answer that, sir… The pieces are 
dispersed and small, and statistically insignificant. In fact, the chances of any of these pieces 
hitting the station are very, very low.

Billy:   (looking pleased) Excellent. And reports on the station itself? (gesturing slightly towards 
Jason)

Jason:   (nodding at Billy) Yes, sir. It has responded to all messages and requests. In other words, 
orders were sent to the station to rotate, open its solar wings to gather power, and shift its 
rotation to a more southern orbit. All requests were fulfilled, almost instantly and without 
incident.

Billy:   Is there any question that it is ready for habitation?

Jason:   It is definitely ready.

Billy:   Good. (to everyone seated at the table) Any disagreement?

All actors:   (shaking heads, then speaking together) No, sir.

Billy:   (to Jason) Jason, what about the colony back on Earth? Has there been any communication?

Jason:   No, sir. Nothing. No messages.

Billy:   I see. Well, please continue monitoring as you have been instructed, and advise the minute you 
do establish contact. (Jason nodding)

Jason:   Yes, sir.
* continued on next page...
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Billy:   (standing up) Given the details of this briefing, 
I can see no reason to delay our departure. 
(addressing everyone) We will continue to 
orbit, communicate with the other ships in our 
fleet and then, as we come around the moon 
again, we will fire our thrusters to escape lunar 
orbit. It is time to head home to the space 
station. And please remember to send me 
regular updates on…

Amir:   (dashing into meeting room & breathless as if he’s been running) Captain! We’ve just received 
some concerning information regarding the space station!

Billy:   (looking & sounding serious) What sort of information?

Amir:   Sir, when we dock at the station, we will not be alone – there are some intruders already on 
board! (Katie & Sophie looking at each other, Jason & Dr. Sheppard exchanging glances – all 
looking worried)

Billy:   (sounding stunned) What?! How is that even possible? (turning to the audience) Who are the 
unexpected intruders, how did they get there and, most importantly, are they going to prevent 
us from docking there? To find out, you need to head to your Scholastic Book Fair and get a 
copy of Re-Genesis!


