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CHAPTER ONE

A Stormy Day

Jess Forester smiled as she spread some
sunshine-yellow butter on her last piece
of crusty bread. “That was a great lunch,
Dad,” she said.

“Mmm,” said her best friend, Lily Hart.
“Cheese, toast, and walnuts. Yum!”

Mr. Forester smiled. “Have some more
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nuts. We picked lots before the squirrels
took them all.”

“If I eat any more nuts, I'll turn into a
squirrel!” Jess joked, getting up to clear the
table. “Anyway, we’ve got to get back to

Helping Paw.”

The two girls smiled at each other.
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They were lucky to live on the same
street—and even luckier that Lily’s parents
ran the Helping Paw Wildlife Hospital.
The hospital looked after all kinds of
animals in need, and both Jess and Lily
loved helping there whenever they could!

Mr. Forester glanced out of the window.
“Take your coats,” he said. “It looks like
it’s about to rain, and you don’t want to
get wet.”

As he spoke, rain splattered against
the window. Jess and Lily put their coats
and rain boots on, and Jess picked up her

big rainbow-striped umbrella.






