KATE MESSNER

illustrated by
KELLEY MCMORRIS

Scholastic Inc.



If you purchased this book without a cover, you should be aware that this

book is stolen property. It was reported as “unsold and destroyed” to the

publisher, and neither the author nor the publisher has received any payment
for this “stripped book.”

Text copyright © 2018 by Kate Messner
Illustrations by Kelley McMorris, copyright © 2018 Scholastic Inc.

This book is being published simultaneously in hardcover by Scholastic Press.

Allrights reserved. Published by Scholastic Inc., Publishers since 1920. SCHOLASTIC,
SCHOLASTIC PRESS, and associated logos are trademarks and/or registered
trademarks of Scholastic Inc.

The publisher does not have any control over and does not assume any
responsibility for author or third-party websites or their content.

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system,
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without written permission of the
publisher. For information regarding permission, write to Scholastic Inc.,
Attention: Permissions Department, 557 Broadway, New York, NY 10012.

While inspired by real events and historical characters, this is a work of

fiction and does not claim to be historically accurate or portray factual events

or relationships. Please keep in mind that references to actual persons, living

or dead, business establishments, events, or locales may not be factually
accurate, but rather fictionalized by the author.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: Messner, Kate, author. | McMorris, Kelley, illustrator.
Title: D-Day : battle on the beach / Kate Messner ; illustrated by Kelley
McMorris.

Description: New York : Scholastic Inc., [2018] | Series: Ranger in time ;7 |
Summary: Ranger, a time-traveling golden retriever with search-and-rescue
training, heads to Normandy on the morning of the D-Day invasion where he
meets Leo, a Jewish boy who is hiding with a local farmer, and Walt, a young

American soldier fighting to free France from the Nazis.
Identifiers: LCCN 2017010030
Subjects:LCSH:WorldWar,1939-1945 — Campaigns — France — Normandy —
Juvenile fiction. | CYAC: World War, 1939-1945 — Campaigns — France —
Normandy — Fiction. | Golden retriever — Fiction. | Dogs — Fiction. | Time
travel — Fiction. | War — Fiction. | Adventure and adventurers — Fiction.
Classification: LCC PZ10.3.M5635 Dad 2018 | DDC [Fic| — dc23
LC record available at hteps://lccn.loc.gov/2017010030

ISBN 978-1-338-13390-5
10987654321 18 1920 21 22

Printed in the United States of America 40
First printing 2018

Book design by Ellen Duda and Maeve Norton



“Hold on!”

Walt Burrell clung to the railing of the ship
as it rocked on five-foot waves. Three dozen
men were packed together on his landing
craft. It was one of thousands crossing the
English Channel on a mission to free France
from the Nazis. The Allied invasion had
begun.

Last night, as Walt and the other men
boarded the ship, they’d been handed an order
of the day from General Eisenhower. “You are

about to embark upon the Great Crusade,
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toward which we have striven these many
months,” the order read. “The eyes of the
world are upon you. The hopes and prayers
of liberty-loving people everywhere march
with you . ..”

Walt had folded the order and tucked itina
pocket. He'd climbed on board with the other
men to begin the longest night of his life.

The sea was stormy and rough. Home
seemed a lifetime away. Walt’s stomach
churned as the ship surged over another wave.
He squeezed his eyes shut against the wind
and rain and tried to remember his papa’s
farm in Virginia. For a moment, he could
almost smell the rich earth and baking corn
bread hed left behind when he joined the
army. He was only sixteen, but he'd lied about
his age and enlisted to fight for his country.

Walt’s unit, the 320th Barrage Balloon

Battalion, had spent months at training camp
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in Tennessee. Like many other soldiers, they’d
woken up before dawn to go on twenty-five-
mile hikes through the woods. Theyd run
obstacle courses, crawling with their rifles
under barbed wire fences. But this unit had a
special mission — handling the enormous
barrage balloons that would fly over the
American troops in France, keeping enemy
planes away. Walt and the other men had prac-
ticed launching and maneuvering the car-size
balloons. The plan was to raise them over the
beaches of Normandy, where the balloons
would form a sort of defensive curtain in the
sky, protecting Allied troops from German
planes.

And now it was time.

The night journey across the sea had been
dark and murky, but suddenly, the sky lit up
in the distance. Searchlights swept the cliffs.

The air thundered with the pounding of
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bombs. Allied forces were trying to knock out
German defenses before Walt and the other
men came ashore.

“You ready, Big Walt?” his friend Ernest
shouted over the waves.

Walt almost smiled at the joke. He was the
skinniest man in his battalion. The nickname
that had felt so lighthearted at training camp
felt different here. Not a single man on the
landing craft seemed big enough for what they
were about to face on the beaches.

The blasts grew louder and louder as Walt’s
boat passed the battleships firing at shore.
The sky was growing lighter now, even in the
clouds and rain. The sea was crowded with
smaller landing vessels like the one Walt was
in. Waves sloshed over their sides and tossed
them about as if they were toys in a bathtub.
German machine gun fire blasted over the

water.





