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furst thmg that happened was Marcus said

I had WEIRD marks on my face.
The\g re on your nose too.”

"I tried on Norman’s glasses -
magbe it's that. My eyes are still E@ZZY&% I
tried to explain.
“That was stupid, then,” Marcus said
(which I couldn’t really argue with).

Mr Fullerman gave us some instructions.

“Don’t turn over the paper until | tell
you to. Then write your name and your class
at the top, please.”

He asked us a few other things about

| and that kind of thing.

V.

Did we have everything we needed for the TEST?

I need the answers,

I whispered to {{{xA7, who sighed.




(M Futerman told us, “CONCENTRATE,
everyone.”

So that’s what I did.

I CONCENTRATED D@

... Just not on the TEST.

I wrote my name carefully and answered
the first question. (All good so far.)
But after the SECOND question, my PEN suddenly

Le

Q‘ﬁ“ I turned my paper over and SCRIBBLED

NP 5 really HARD to try and get the pen working
again. Then I tried 5HP‘§{IN§I the pen when
Mr Fullerman wasn’t lookmg. I could have asked
him for a NEW one but he’d made a really IG

St C "3" + £ working, which was annoying.

point of saying,

Does everyone have a pen that WORKS?

Please check NOW because | don‘t want to be
handing out pens once you've started.

I said, “YES, SIR,” because my pen WAS working THEN.
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I looked round CS 9 to see if anyone else had
a SPARE pen. €& Marcus wouldn't lend me
a pen even if he DID have one. I glanced over to

desk and she HAD a pen.
TAMY S pen. Q==

o3 So I tried to attract her attention by
%Q,%\ ébbisﬂ\? some more to
PROVE that my pen had run out.

"It's stopped working,” I whispered
Just as the pen started to WORK

myghed and carried on with

her TEST.

I answered the next question, then my pen stopped
writing / \‘\jf*‘ ' i Thns time I waved it around,
which made 1”’( Blb bs come out.

My TEST paper was startmg to look a bit FAE G5 Y.
9 All my frantic scribbling and pen-shaking

W

¢ ‘
s y ‘ was starting to ANNOY mo

‘ She finally pushed her spare pen in my direction.

Here, take it,\ she said.
«(\




I drew a smiley face to say thank you. ©
Now I had a pen that worked, I could start

answermg the rest of the questions. There was
"NK on my hand as well, which made a few
splodges on the paper. So I wrote,

‘/ O

‘ (Th/s Wd
l 5 an dCC/dent
t " Sorry,)
was ABOUT to get back to the TEST when my
745 ¢
% FOOT began to ITCH like it was on

F'RE I Maybe there was something

inside my sock BITING me. =

P I couldn’t concentrate.

I trued REALLY HARD to ignore my ITCHY FOOT.
But that didn’t work. ALL I could think about was,

ITCRY FOOT ITCRY FOOT ITCRY FOOT
WHY Is MY FOOT SO ITCHY?
AGHHHHHHEHHHHHHHRA! Sa?

@



Then I decided the only thing to do was to

NG

take OFF my shoe and sock and have a

PR@PER scratch.

After a few blissful moments of scratching,

it felt ST MUCH bvetter that T SIGHED quite

loudly. @ %‘“SS%M%%W‘%

And when I looked up, m was watching me.

She shook her head and carried on doing the TEST.

(I FORGOT I was using HER pen to scratch with.)



AII the pen~5HP§i’{Iw6§' and FOO'}:’Etchmg

had taken up a lot more TEST time than I
thought. As I was trying to put my sock on, Marcus
Meldrew started doing “your foot smells” @

Vi)
signs at me.

Then Mr Fullerman told Marcus to

‘%' / GET ON with the test.

I managed to slip my sock into my pocket so
%Mr ullerman didn’t SPOT what I'd been doing.
When I FINALLY got back to the TEST some of
the questions were really quite HARD. Glancing over
m S direction didn’t help much as she J

was already on a different page.

THEN Mr Fullerman suddenlg

announced,

You have ten minutes to CHECK

your answers carefully.

LO10)
CHECK them - I hadn't even started most of them.
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