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Meet Elsie MacGill

MEET AMAZING ADVOCATES, 
INNOVATORS AND ATHLETES!
Canada is home to many incredible people who have made the world a better place. Reading 
about them helps kids learn about our history, and instills a sense of pride. And the stories of 
these trailblazers are fascinating!
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1. �Write down five words to describe Elsie, along 
with an explanation of why you think she has 
each of these characteristics. 

2. �Design and draw a plane that’s especially 
good at flying in cold Canadian winters. List its 
features and explain why they’re necessary.

3. �Elsie’s work was very important during World 
War II. Find out more about this war and make a 
list of five things Canadians did to help win it. 

4. �Create a poem about Elsie. Include facts about 
her life and her achievements. (Don’t worry — 
you don’t have to make the lines rhyme!)

5. �Make a list of five questions you’d like to ask Elsie. 
Have a friend do the same, but don’t work on your 
lists together. Then exchange your lists and try to 
answer each other’s questions the way you think 
Elsie would have responded.

A note from the author
Until I wrote a book about Elsie, I didn’t know 
she had been taught drawing by Emily Carr, 
one of Canada’s most famous artists. Elsie was 
quite young when she had lessons with Emily. 
I wonder if she appreciated what an amazing 
painter Emily was. And did Emily have any idea 
that Elsie would grow up to help Canada so 
much during World War II and  
improve Canadian  
women’s lives?

Find more books, teacher’s guides, activities, facts and fun stuff at  
http://www.scholastic.ca/kids/thingstodo/
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